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itself proceeded from the parents' soul. As for dogs and apes, even
though I were to grant that thought existed in them, it would in
nowise follow that the human mind was not to be distinguished
from the body, but on the contrary rather that in other animals
also there was a mind distinct from their body. This is a doctrine
that these very Piatonists, whose authority you lately lauded, held,
following the Pythagoreans in this, as is clear from their belief in
Metempsychosis. However, not only have I asserted that plainly
the brutes do not possess thought, as is here assumed, but I have
given a most stringent proof of this, a proof which no one has
hitherto refuted. Yet the people who affirm that dogs ichm awake
know that they run, and even when dreaming, that they are barking \
as if they could take up their station in the animals' hearts, really
assert this merely and do not prove it. For although they add that
they do not believe that the operations of the beasts can be explained
by mechanism, apart from sensation, life, and soul (i.e. as I interpret,
without thought; for I have neither denied to the brutes what is
vulgarly called life, nor a corporeal soul, nor organic sense), and
that they are ready to stake anything in proving that that is both an
impossibility and an absurdity, this should not be taken to be a
reason. The like can be asserted about any other proposition how-
ever true; nay people are not wont to offer pledges, except where
their proof lacks reasons ; and since once upon a time men scouted
the existence of the Antipodes in almost exactly the same way,
I fancy that a matter should not be straightway held to be false
because certain people scout it.

You conclude by adding that those are not lacking who are likely
to assert that man himself also is without sensation and understanding,,
and that all his actions can be effected by means of dynamical
mechanisms and do not imply mind at all, if apes, dogs, and elephants
can discharge all their functions in virtue of this mechanism. But.
this argument surely proves nothing at all except that there are,
some men who conceive all things so confusedly, and who stick so-
tenaciously to the opinions that they have taken up in a prejudiced
manner and understand only in a verbal way, that, rather than
change them, they deny of themselves facts that they can at no,
moment fail to experience within them. For surely we cannot help-
at every moment experiencing within us that we think; nor can
anyone infer from the fact that it has been shown that the animate
brutes can discharge all these operations entirely without thought,,
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